
FAITH  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH                                     April 21, 2019 
  
RESURRECTION  OF  THE  LORD/EASTER 
 
RECOLLECTING OURSELVES FOR WORSHIP 
 Music (please use this time for quiet and reflection) 
 Gong [followed by silence] 
 Call to Worship – Luke 24:1-12 
 Hymn – 104 [Christ Is Risen! Shout Hosanna!] 

Opening Prayer 
 
OUR  HUMANNESS  AND  GOD’S  GRACE 

Call to Confession 
Unison Prayer of Confession 

 
 Gracious God, there are times when I stop directing and 
controlling the content on which my mind is focused, and instead 
simply pay attention to the thoughts and feelings that move 
through my awareness.  In such times I notice that what fills my 
mind is not a content I would choose but rather something about 
myself I tend not to value.  I also notice that the same content 
returns any time I surrender the control of my awareness.  I have 
always thought you valued the control of what enters my mind; It 
never dawned on me that you were what provided the content 
when I surrendered control.  I quickly lose sight of seeing you as 
that which captures my awareness when I surrender control of it. 
Help me to trust what you disclose to me and to rely on the 
constancy of your doing so.  What you do is irrepressible, 
especially in the face of my resistance and indifference. 
 
 Personal Prayer of Confession in Silence 
 Assurance of Pardon 
 
 
 
 
 

LISTENING  FOR  THE  WORD  OF  GOD 
 Story for the Children 
 Scripture – Luke 24:13-49 
 Prompting 
 Silence and Reflection 
 
RESPONDING  TO  THE  WORD  OF  GOD 
 Hymn – 105 [Because You Live, O Christ] 
 Announcements 
 Minute for Mission 
 Our Gifts and Offerings 
 
   Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
   Praise Christ all creatures here below; 
   Praise Holy Spirit, Comforter; 
   One God, Triune, whom we adore.  Amen. 
  
 The Prayers of the People and Lord’s Prayer 
   Our Father in heaven, 
    hallowed be your name, 
    your kingdom come, 
    your will be done, 
     on earth as it is in heaven. 
   Give us today our daily bread. 
   Forgive us our sins 
    as we forgive those who sin against us. 
   Save us in the time of trial 
    and deliver us from evil. 
   For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 
    now and forever.  Amen. 
 
GOING  OUT – to serve, to journey, to live the word 
 Hymn – 118 [The Day of Resurrection] 
 Charge and Benediction 
  



CALENDAR  OF  EVENTS 
TODAY   10:00  Worship and Church School 
     11:00  Coffee and Fellowship 
     11:20  Conversation 
MONDAY    1:00  Centering Prayer, at Church 
 

Lectionary Readings from Cycle C for April 28, 2019 
Acts 5:27-32; Psalm 118:14-29 or Psalm 150; 

Revelations 1:4-8; John 20:19-31. 
F.Y.I. 
 Our potluck lunch is next Sunday, April 28th.  Plan to stay and 
bring some food to share.  We will celebrate Olwen’s 100th 
birthday. 
 Next Sunday we will celebrate the Lord’s Supper and will 
receive a Deacons Offering. 
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Resurrection of the Lord/Easter (Luke 24:1-49) 
 The New Testament was written in the late first century and early 
second century. In the time that followed, the church continued to 
refine and focus its thinking about God, and that reflection culminated 
in the doctrine of the Trinity written at the beginning of the fourth 
century. The Trinity states that the activity which God is [the activity of 
disclosing to us the fullness of the life that is ours, and leading us into 
a life of increasing congruence and integrity] can be viewed in three 
different ways, each way focusing on one aspect of this work, with all 
three ways giving us a complete picture of what God is and does. 
 The first way of viewing God sees God as initiating, nourishing and 
supporting our cognitive functions, the mental processes of acquiring 
knowledge and understanding through thought, experience and the 
senses. The second way of viewing God sees God as using these 
functions to disclose to us the truth about the person we are, especially 
those elements of our life that have been suppressed or repressed and 
are not available for us to use. The third way of viewing God sees God 
as using the same functions to help us assimilate and integrate what 
has been disclosed, so that our experience of our self expands and 
becomes more inclusive. All three of these aspects give us a complete 
picture of the activity which God is. 
 One way to think about Easter is to see it as the celebration of the 
truth that all three of these activities which God is are irrepressible. 
However, since that is true, it would be more accurate to say that every 
time we lose sight of any or all of these activities which God is, like 
when we ignore them or dismiss them, our sight resurrects, our seeing 
resurges and what God is doing returns to our  awareness, and 
therefore to practice, notice or use. 
 The Christian religion pays particular attention to the second of the 
three ways of viewing God, the activity of God that is continuously 
disclosing our own interior to us. The lens through which we look to 
focus on this activity of God is given the label of Christ. When we lose 
this way of looking at God, the seeing resurges, it resurrects. That is, 
Christ resurrects, where the label Christ refers to a way of focusing on 
what God is doing within us. Every time we lose sight of God’s activity 
of disclosing us to ourselves, our sight is restored, and we are again led 
into the unfolding of our life. 

 [Jim Robie, 4-19-19] 
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Resurrection of the Lord/Easter – Luke 24:1-49 
 The text for today is Luke’s version of the Easter story. It is a 
story which illustrates what is called “resurrection.” Resurrection is 
defined as “rising from the dead, returning to life; bringing back to 
practice, notice or use,” and comes from the root: “to resurge,” 
meaning “to rise again, to sweep back or surge back again.” 
Confusion is created by the way a narrative like Luke’s is read and 
understood. We tend to read it literally and see it as a description 
of what resurrection is (the resuscitation of a corpse), rather than 
read it metaphorically and see it as a way of presenting the concept 
of resurrection. What Easter celebrates is that it is the nature of the 
activity which God is, and does within us, to come back to life when 
overcome or even killed; resurrection is a characteristic of God.  
 Easter needs to be approached from within the context in which 
it originated and for which it was designed, otherwise Easter can 
be made to mean all kinds of things. That context is the ongoing 
work God does within us to unfold our lives and bring each of us 
the experience of the fullness of our life, a work which God 
engineers and orchestrates throughout the course of our life so 
that we are able to live our life with greater congruence and 
consciousness. Easter highlights one component in this large and 
complex expansion of our personal life; it is one stage in this 
internal process. 

Our interest is to have the life we want. God’s interest is for us 
to want the life we actually have, which includes not only the 
elements of our life we like, enjoy and want, but also includes the 
things about our life we don’t like, enjoy or want and yet are true 
of us. Our owning the life we actually have involves our being 
introduced to aspects of our life we have either lost a connection 
with or never had a connection with. God does the work of making 
these introductions. To illustrate, we will use again the image of an 
internal table [imagine something like a kitchen table] where 
conversations between the different parts of our life take place. 
God facilitates this conversation, working to improve our self-talk 
so that we are able to understand and relate to the different 
components of the person we are. More importantly, God also 
works to increase the number of participants around our table.  

God has affinity for the parts of ourselves we tend not to recognize 
or listen to, especially the parts we exclude from our self-talk 
because we were taught to discount them. God is the proponent for 
these elements of our life which are not included around our table. 
Our experience of God’s presence is that a feature of ourselves 
which is not known to us, or is hardly known by us, or is not welcome 
by us, enters our awareness and we find ourselves with feelings 
and/or thoughts which are not usual for us. This appearance of what 
is unfamiliar makes us uncomfortable, and we resist paying 
attention to what has entered our awareness, so much so that we 
eventually succeed in removing God and the awareness that God is 
shepherding for us, and we return to life apart from both. 
 It is into this context that Easter occurs. Easter celebrates that it 
is the nature of this work which God is to resurrect, to come back to 
life when killed. Resurrecting is a characteristic of the work God is 
and does. We experience resurrection as the unwanted part of us 
coming to life again and returning to awareness. God resurges, and 
what God is the proponent for resurges as well—it returns to 
practice, notice or use, and begins to operate in us again. Each time 
this cycle repeats we become more familiar with a feature of our 
self we tend to ignore. Over time we become more familiar with the 
reasons we are so uncomfortable with what is moving into our 
awareness. We learn to value and live with what we do not want by 
working through the reasons we do not want it, and God’s 
resurrecting is what facilitates this occurring. 
 The preceding paragraph is an illustration of how resurrection 
can be presented and applied in our 21st century thought-world. It 
is different from the way resurrection was presented in Luke’s 
narrative. Yet both communicate the same conviction and hope, 
that God is constantly active in our lives, working to bring us the 
fullness of our personal life, and that nothing we do can, in the end, 
defeat what God does because this work God is and does is 
irrepressible. 
 For most people, resurrection is thought of as a kind of “high,” 
like a mountain-top experience that feels wonderful. This is a total 
misunderstanding. We forget that resurrection is connected to the 
emergence in our awareness of elements of our personality towards 



which we are not favorable. What resurrects is what we succeeded 
in removing from awareness, and we are still not in favor of it when 
it resurrects. What resurrection brings us is “intense experiences,” 
the meaning of the Greek word translated into English as 
“suffering.” Resurrection involves “repentance,” “thinking 
differently” about what we do not favor, and “forgiveness,” 
“sending forth” the judgments we inherited about what we do not 
favor. Resurrection is “intense;” it is not a “high.” 

Resurrection refers to this characteristic of God to resurge 
whenever we kill off the activity which God is. Resurrection is what 
God engineers to give us the fullness of our own life by returning 
to our awareness what we keep removing from it. Resurrection is 
not the primary focus; it is only one component of the larger work 
God does to increase the population around our internal table and 
to improve our self-talk. The primary focus is on this larger work. 
 The Greek word for dead has both a literal and figurative 
meaning. The literal meaning is factual death, as when we stop 
breathing. We literally die once. The figurative meaning of dead is 
where death is metaphorical. Figurative death is the most common 
experience of death; we figuratively die many times. Figurative 
death is the result of dysfunction, over time, around our internal 
table. What Easter celebrates is that the work God does to 
overcome our dysfunction is irrepressible. God intervenes in our 
lives when we are figuratively dead and brings life from that 
experience by increasing our awareness and expanding the talk 
around our table. Once we begin to notice this work God does, we 
realize that life is coming from death all the time. As we begin to 
experience life coming from death while we are breathing, the 
conviction forms in us that the same action of God which brings life 
from our figurative deaths will be at work in us when the time of 
our literal death comes to us. 

 [Jim Robie, 4-19-19, Easter, Cycle C, Luke 24:1-49] 
 

 
 


